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Poser 361 – Minutes of the Synod of Fife, 1651 

 
This week's poser is from the minutes of the Synod of Fife in 1651 (National Records 

of Scotland, CH2/154/2/1 page 227). 
 

As well as supervising the work of presbyteries and parishes, and hearing serious 
ecclesiastical cases and appeals from lower church courts, synods made 

representations to the Crown and central government bodies on various issues. 
 

In this extract, the Synod of Fife can be seen voicing the concern of the Kirk in Fife 
during a period of national emergency. The synod minutes record this address to the 

King (Charles II) and the Committee of Estates (the body which ran Scotland when 

parliament was not in session, consisting of representatives of the nobles, lairds, 
burgesses and magistrates).  

 

 
 
The synod clerk at this point had a very neat hand generally and secretary hand 

letters are mostly written very clearly. Elaborate capital letters are an occasional 

problem but the main issues (if you know your secretary hand letters) are Scots 
words and phonetic spelling. 

 
This week’s question:  

 
The clerk uses the Scots past participle form – ‘it’ at the end of four words in this 

extract. Can you identify which four?
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Poser 361 – Minutes of the Synod of Fife, 1651 

 
In this week's poser, taken from the minutes of the Synod of Fife in 1651 (National 

Records of Scotland, CH2/154/2/1 page 227), we asked you to identify the words in 
which the clerk uses the Scots past participle form. 

 
Answer:  

 
The four words ending with the – ‘it’ past participle are: convenit (line 3), chargit (line 

10), entrustit (line 11) and Intreatit (line 13). 
 

Transcription: 

 
To the Kings Most Excellent Ma[jes]tie and the Hono[ra]ble 

Comittee of Estates The humble supplicatioun of 
the Provinciall assemblie of Fyffe convenit 

at Couper 4 Apryle 1651 
If in this day of desolating calamitie and extreme and Imminent - 

dangers to the kingdome and cause of God wee should not lay hold 
vpoun this opportunitie which by the mercie of god is given to assemb[-] 

lie in a provinciall meiting to expres oure sad thoughts of heart 
and humble desyres anent the almost desperat conditioun of this 

kingdome Wee might be justlie chargit with a sinfull neglect of dutie  
And albeit these that are entrustit with the publict effaires of the 

kirk have not bein wanting in thair dutie relating to pub[lic]t dangers 
and remeideis Wee sall humblie Intreat it may not be offensive to yowr 

Ma[jesty] and L[ord]s if for the discharge of oure consciences and exoneratioun be- 

fore all the world Wee doe in all humilitie and tender respect Re- 
present these following particulars. 

 
This poser was devised by Bosco, an archivist from Fife. 

 
 

If you would like to contribute palaeography posers to the website contact us 
(onlineresources@nas.gov.uk). 
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